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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Gabe Wright, PAVE Male Empowerment Director

877 – 399 – 1346
empowerment@pavingtheway.net
Global Day of Action: Freeze to Stop the Silence of Sexual Violence

Organizations Respond to Priest Sex Abuse Scandal

WHO:  Promoting Awareness, Victim Empowerment (PAVE) is a national, grassroots nonprofit. PAVE uses education and action to shatter the silence of sexual and domestic violence. PAVE's work has been featured on CNN, Today Show, and in TIME.
WHAT:  Global awareness of the prevalence of sexual abuse.  Communities are invited to join the campaign:  FREEZE TO STOP THE SILENCE.  In this global action, on April 30, organizers will orchestrate participants “freezing” in their place to bring awareness to the pervasiveness of sexual abuse and the silence that surrounds it.  PAVE has partnered with Stop the Silence: Stop Child Sexual Abuse, Inc. (Stop the Silence) and NPEIV (National Partnership to End Interpersonal Violence) and other local and national groups to raise awareness about the silent epidemic of sexual abuse. www.FreezeToStopTheSilence.com
WHEN:    April 30, 2010 from Noon - 1pm 

WHERE: Outside
St. Peter’s Catholic Church (in Downtown Chicago)

110 W Madison (between Clark and LaSalle)

Chicago, IL

WHY:  As reported by the New York Times, outraged child sexual abuse survivors from St. John’s School for the Deaf in Milwaukee, Wisconsin continue demanding answers.  Head of St. John’s boarding school for 22 years, Rev. Lawrence C. Murphy, admitted sexually abusing 19 deaf boys at the school.  Even after being evaluated in 1993 by a sexual disorders expert who estimated the number closer to 200, he was never disciplined by the Catholic Church. 

Child sexual abuse advocates seek transparency, so the Church can learn from past mistakes.  Only after weeks of bad press has the Vatican acknowledged and apologized to survivors.  

RESOURCE: When child sexual abuse occurs, call your local Child Advocacy Center immediately as well as the police.  To find a center near you, contact The National Children’s Alliance at www.nca-online.org or call 1-800-239-9950.

QUOTES: PAVE’s Male Empowerment Director Gabe Wright said, “As a deaf male survivor of sexual violence, I share the outrage of the victims. People with disabilities are ten times more likely to suffer from sexual assault than those who are not disabled. I commend the brave men who have come forward to speak out and also encourage other survivors to do the same.  It is time for individuals, agencies and organizations within the Deaf community to step up and show their support for all deaf survivors of sexual violence.  We should let survivors know they are not alone in this fight.  It is time for the deaf community, agencies and organizations everywhere to come out and support one another in the fight against sexual violence.  I invite male survivors, allies and their supporters to join the campaign:  THE GUYS: BONDING AS SURVIVORS AND ALLIES in a project called, ‘HEY MAN, I GOT YOUR BACK.’ For more information, contact me at: empowerment@pavingtheway.net. 
“We must not stop at outrage.  Outrage must motivate us all to action.  Every school in every state should have a mandatory policy of open discussion, education and intervention on the topic of sexual victimization of girls and boys, so that no child will have to go another day carrying the burden of sexual victimization.  The time to end the silence has come." Jim Clemente, Retired FBI Supervisory Special Agent/Survivor.
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